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Zurich, 9. November 2016 – The Energietal Toggenburg support association
and the school communities Wattwil Krinau and Mosnang are launching sustainable energy education for children with the illustrated book “Globi und die
Energie” (Globi and the Energy) thereby winning the 3rd Zurich Climate Prize.
The company “Zum guten Heinrich” utilizes mis-shapen fruit and vegetables
and wins the special prize for start-ups.
Energietal Toggenburg and its 12 communities have ambitious plans: by 2034, the energy
consumed in the valley will be produced using renewable energy sources. The Energietal
Toggenburg support association is already working hard towards achieving this goal. With
the project “Sustainable Energy Education” (NEB -Nachhaltige Energiebildung), it has
introduced hands-on energy education for the next generation in the schools in Wattwil
Krinau and Mosnang.
In his latest book, “Globi und die Energie”, Globi shows the children why the climate is
changing and what they can do to counteract it. The idea behind the Globi book came
from the support association itself, which was also involved in implementing its content.
The second cornerstone of the NEB project involves visits to the so-called energy places.
At the waterfall in Steintal or the hydraulic power station in Dreien near Mosnang, the
children learn everything about sustainable energy. “This allows us to develop the basis for
responsible actions with children and teenagers, which in turn will also help us to realize
our vision of self-sufficient energy in the valley”, said Thomas Grob, chairman of the Energietal Toggenburg development association. With this project, the Energietal Toggenburg have really earned the prize money of CHF 50,000 which comes with winning the
main prize in the 3rd call to action of the Zurich Climate Prize .
Joachim Masur, CEO Zurich Switzerland: “The way in which Globi embeds knowledge
in a very engaging way, and links this with examples from nature using hands-on exercises,
is exemplary. We sincerely congratulate the Toggenburg support association and the
Wattwil Krinau school community for this great achievement.”
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Special start-up prize: The uglier, the better
The start-up “Zum guten Heinrich” utilizes products that the supermarkets would normally throw away: mis-shapen fruit and vegetables. The young entrepreneurs use these to
provide vegetarian and vegan catering menus for companies and private events in the region of Zurich. “In this way, we are making a contribution towards reducing the waste of
resources and showing people that imperfect-looking fruit and vegetables are perfectly usable and also tasty”, said Lukas Bühler, co-founder of the start-up. With its “No Waste”
idea, the jury awarded “Zum guten Heinrich” the special prize for start-ups with award
money totaling CHF 25,000.
Category prizes
The category prizes, each of which comes with CHF 25,000 award money, went to:
Buildings & Housing

Solaxess SA: produces photovoltaic modules in various
colors using nano-technology.

Production & Consumption Swiss Shrimp AG & Schweizer Salinen AG: offers freshly
caught Swiss saltwater shrimp – grown ecologically and
sustainably in Rheinfelden.
Transport & Mobility

Elektrizitätswerk Obwalden & the Zentralbahn AG:are
building an extensive electrical charging station network in
the Canton of Obwalden.

A total of 300 projects submitted for the Zurich Climate Prize
Joachim Masur, CEO of Zurich Switzerland, says: “The wide variety of different projects
sent to us this year is truly fascinating. This confirms yet again that we at Zurich Switzerland, are on the right path with the Climate Prize.”
Since the first invitation to enter in 2009, around 300 projects have been submitted. The
prize, which includes prize money totaling CHF 150,000, awards projects that make a contribution towards climate protection. The jury headed by em. ETH professor René
Schwarzenbach makes independent decisions about the prize winners. One main prize and
three category prizes are awarded, as well as a special prize for start-ups. The winners were
announced on November 8, 2016, at the Umwelt Arena in Spreitenbach.
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The Zurich Climate Prize aims to find and recognize projects that make an effective contribution towards reducing CO2,
increasing energy and resource efficiency and changing behavior. The prize comes with funding totaling 150,000 francs, which
is awarded in three categories: living, consumption and mobility. The implementation and call for proposals are being funded
through return distributions from the CO2 incentive tax to Zurich in Switzerland. Zurich is focusing on understanding the
risks associated with climate change and developing products and services that help customers to cope with these risks. For
further information: www.climateprize.zurich.ch.
Zurich Insurance Company Ltd (Zurich Switzerland) and Zurich Life Insurance Company Ltd are responsible for dealing
with the commercial and personal lines of the Zurich Insurance Group in Switzerland and the Principality of Liechtenstein.
Zurich Switzerland is one of the largest insurers in Switzerland and appears on the market under the names Zurich and Zurich
Connect. For further information: www.zurich.ch
Zurich Insurance Group (Zurich) is a leading multi-line insurer that serves its customers in global and local markets. With
about 55,000 employees, it provides a wide range of general insurance and life insurance products and services. Zurich’s customers include individuals, small businesses, and mid-sized and large companies, including multinational corporations, in
more than 170 countries. The Group is headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, where it was founded in 1872. The holding
company, Zurich Insurance Group Ltd (ZURN), is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange and has a level I American Depositary
Receipt (ZURVY) program, which is traded over-the-counter on OTCQX. Further information about Zurich is available at
www.zurich.com.

